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The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning, and whatever else affects life in 
Boston. The Boston Informer was created by us—an architect, a 
transportation planner and a management consultant—to meet this goal. 

Welcome to The Boston Informer! Anthony Casendino, Anne 
McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 


Charles River Crossing 

What’s happening with redesign of the Scheme 
Z Charles River Crossing? In response to objec- 
tions to tunneling from the Army Corps of Engi- 
neers and Federal Highway Administration, the 
State asked permission to change its Notice of 


Project Cinign (NPC), with one alternative, to three alternatives. 
The three alternatives are: a river tunnel option (based on refine- 
ments to 8.1D mod. 5 made after the state filed the NPC with the 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs [EOEA]); a non-tunnel 
option (similar to the Bridge Design Review Committee's plan #3); 
and a “reduced tunnel” option, similar to plan #8 which would 
include ramp C-T in the North Point area in Cambridge. 

In response to public comment, EOEA asked the state to study a 
number of issues as part of its study of the three river crossing 
alternatives. These include addressing questions about the planned 
high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) facilities, including provision of 
priority bus access from the HOV lane to Haymarket or another 
downtown bus terminal; looking at Charles and Leverett circles and 
affected Turnpike and arterial connections; commitments to parkland 
mitigation and a status report on previous commitments. 

But the fact that the state is studying a tunnel alternative (#8) that 
was already rejected and 8.1D mod. 5, objectionable to federal 
agencies, could signal that the state is moving away from a solution 
that includes a tunnel and actually intends to pursue plan #3 with one 
single-deck, cable-stayed bridges, 10 lanes wide, and one four-lane 
bridge to/from Leverett Circle. 

The current (public) schedule for the work shows studies under- 
way this summer followed by a public hearing and the final supple- 
mental report due for late fall. Final approvals for the selected 
alternative are projected for February 1994. 


BRA Merger/Consolidation 


It's happening already. Mayor Raymond Flynn 
is implementing the Walsh Commission's rec- 
ommendation to "combine" the Boston Rede- 
velopment Authority (BRA), the Public Facili- 
ties Department, and the Economic Develop- 
ment and Industrial Corporation into one superagency. Appointed 
by Mayor Flynn, the Commission was headed by Robert F. Walsh, 
former BRA director in the mid-'70s under Kevin White, now a real 
estate developer and consultant. The Commission was established to 
look at ways to improve the development process, and the merger/ 
takeover was one of a series of recommendations. 
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Transportation Update 

Inside this issue of The Boston Informer is a 
special insert on Transportation. It marks Na- 
tional Transportation Week, (May10-17) Bi- 
cycle Month, National Transit Appreciation Day 
(May 12) and Bike to Work Day (May 18). This 
special supplement is “test your transportation knowledge” quiz. 
something to pull out and keep. 

Fifty (or so) "transportation tidbits," from the down-to-earth to 
the pie-in-the-sky fantasy projects proposed by someone, are com- 
bined on a map of the downtown and contiguous neighborhoods. 
This is another way to keep track of the big picture. 





_ | Changes I 
As we head into good weather and are able to 

_ look around with more daylight, we can see the 
| | changes in the city which were visions and 
| | possibilities a few short months ago. Along 
—— with physical change that everyone can see are 
changes in technical knowledge, policy, personnel, the economy. 
design, and outlook that can affect how decisions are made. Re- 
cently, for example, Central Artery geotechnical engineers discov- 
ered new properties associated with the soils being analysed for the 
proposed construction which will have implications on present and 
future high-rise building foundation design in Boston. 

The Fan Pier Federal courthouse has been undergoing extensive 
redesign; the site will house a single building, not the “Venice of the 
North” as envisioned during the 1980s. The World Trade Center is 
pushing ahead on a variety of designs for its expansion, providing 
further impetus for the implementation of the proposed Transitway 
electric bus line between South Station and the Boston Marine 
Industrial Park. With its new arcade forms already visible from the 
street and from the temporary walkways inside, the Prudential 
Center is planning a fall 1993 opening. South Station Transporta- 
tion Center is coming out of the ground and plans are underway for 
the next phases. Keeping you informed of all types of change is 
essential to understanding the big picture. The Boston Informer will 
help you stay informed. 
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Twenty-four acres of Fort Devens in Ayer have been leased 
to the state for use as a railroad containerized freight distribu- 
tion center and “inland port.” Through an agreement between 
/\ the Canadian Pacific Railroad and the Boston & Maine Rail- 
road containers will be shipped by rail direct from the Moran 
Terminal (Charlestown) in the port of Boston to Fort Devens for 
distribution to Chicago and the west coast, including some for 
transshipment by sea to Asia. 

Governor Weld plans to file legislation for a $150 million 
bond issue to lower the railbed under bridges in the state to 
allow double-stacked container railcars. 







An agreement has finally been reached between the state and the 
Massachusetts Convention Center Authority on rebuilding and 
refurbishing the underground Boston Common Garage, closed in 
November 1992 for safety reasons. The job will cost approximately 
$60 million and take two to three years, with the state Division of 
Capital Planning and Operations overseeing the project. The garage 
will be placed under private management when it is reopened. Local 
restaurants have taken advantage of the closing, using the ramps to 
| the garage for valet parking. 
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4 What They're Saying me | | 


-| “fThe Central Artery/Tunnel project} has about 5 | \ nie 
~~ __| Percent of the construction underway and 65 percent | | ae JUyy 
\\~ 3) of the design completed” brs Ne 
\u | Massachusetts Highway Department official at ; 30! sERO™ i, 
| preproposal session for management consultant = [~~ | 
+ 





: | “There isn't anybody losing any sleep about whether 
beatae! Barrett and Gillis get along, because they're both past 



































laying a 66-inch storm drain, a 42-inch sewer, telephone and electric 
duct banks, 30-inch and 12-inch gas lines and 16-inch and 24-inch | 
water lines under the existing Artery in preparation for construction f 
of the depressed Central Artery. Part of the work will be done by pipe- 
jacking the utility pipes underground from a jacking pit at Clinton 
Street to a receiving pit at Fulton Street. Some slurry wall construction 
will also be done. The project will cost about about $23 million and take } 
two to three years to complete. Construction could start as early as this fall. 


history” | 
illiam Coughlin, president of the Greater Boston | 
Chamber of Commerce P ig 
ee = \ \ 
~ walt “Documents are not public until they're ready to bid.” | i rs = 
. J eee — raikrwrX & 
= C | “There's a little bit of paranoia out there.” ces) The construction contract for relocating utilities along the Surf me A KG 
/ | Anne McKinnon on oe. of unsafe condi- | -}| Artery in the area between Clinton Street (at Quincy Market) an a al 
i tions on the Southwest Corridor bikepath “| J Fulton Street has been advertised. This contract, C14C2, involves fy) ~\\ ys 






et Ne 
Dewey Square will be a busy place for the next few years! Utility 
relocations, underground Transitway to South Boston, and Central _— 
Artery mainline construction are all going to be in full swing in late} ———— 
1994. And the South Station Transportation Center bus terminal will |) \ 
be opened in September 1994. Artery contract COl 1A is expected to | 
‘=| Ke advertised fall 1993 and under construction in June or July 1994. Le. 
This construction will be at the Artery/Tunnel HQ front doors and |_ ———"_-~ 


' | Will be a test case of sorts for proposed mitigation measures. f° 
, — - 
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‘| The new 270-room, $40 million Hyatt hotel }i-\S\ 
on Harborside Drive in Logan Airport at the end 
of the Third Harbor Tunnel has just opened. 
Financing was backed by Massport bonds. The 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association has threat- 
ened to sue, because the hotel's height blocks use 
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| \/ rl, 74>. 
The Beacon Companies’ Ed Sidman and Norm 
1 ~| Leventhal, perhaps concerned that scrutiny on 
* “| the design of the Fan Pier courthouse might 
diminish with the departure of Environmental 
Affairs Secretary Susan Tierney and upcoming 
departure of Mayor Flynn, have initiated a new 
committee of experts to oversee the design. The 
_ | new courthouse on the Fan Pier, directly in view 
| of Rowes Wharf, will be reviewed by a group of 
well-known architects and planners. 
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The operators of Rowes Wharf are seeking 
<:-:| legislative approval to extend the Harbor Line 280 
AX] feet to allow the luxury cruise ship Odyssey to } 
dock there permanently. If granted, the change f° 
would be the first since 1939, although exemptions 
are granted to enable docks or other "obstructions" f: 
to be built beyond the Harbor Line. Opponents to 
the permanent change, including The Boston Har- 

| bor Association, argue that only an exemption should 
SEITE “| be given to allow case-by-casereview of future projects. 
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What's Up? 


The controversial Massachusetts Water Resources Authority 
(MWRA) 9.5-mile sewage outfall tunnel from the Deer Island sewage 
treatment plant into Massachusetts Bay has recently been in the news: 
Positive: 

* The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently con- 
cluded a year-long study showing that the outfall tunnel poses little 
or no risk to whales and other endangered species, or to shellfish, 
and that the project should continue. The National Marine Fisheries 
Services has 90 days to approve the study or propose alternatives. 

* A United States Geological Survey (USGS) study had concluded 
the waste water would be so diluted that it would cause no problems. 

Negative: 

« A fire caused the death of one worker when more water leakage than 
expected created a hazard with high-voltage electrical equipment. 

¢ The project is about one year behind schedule. 

« A National Academy of Sciences report suggests that the type of 
sewage treatment plant being built may not adequately remove 
nutrients from wastes discharged into the Bay. 

Two lawsuits, from the Green World and Cape Cod Bay’s Legal Fund, 
seek to stop work on the tunnel because of its unknown potential impact 
on whales and other endangered species. 





The issue of the proposed off-ramp from the Central Artery 
along Marginal Road in South Cove is still unresolved. A plan to 
extend Herald Street to Berkeley Street and make it a two-way "boule- 
vard" to alleviate traffic on Marginal Road is in limbo. Related to these 
proposed changes in the Arlington Square area is the idea of improving 
Back Bay/Turmpike access. Although the State has declared the ramps to 
be outside the Central Artery project limits, it apparently has plans to 
rebuild and push north the Turnpike retaining wall at Marginal Road, 
east of Washington Street, as part of the Artery project and make it 
possible for the land to be converted to an off-ramp in the future.... 


The Central Artery Rail Link Task Force, created by Gov- 
emor Weld to study the feasibility of building a rail link connecting 
North and South stations in the Central Artery alignment, is finishing its 
report. The upshot of the report is that the rail link is feasible; it can be 
built without substantially changing the design of the depressed Central 
Artery; could accommodate two tracks now and two tracks later, 
enabling all trains to become through trains; and would cost an estimated 
$1.6 billion. A new Central Station near Aquarium would be built. Net 
new daily transit trips would be about 21,000 (as a comparison, the 
MBTA's #1 bus carries about 15,000 riders a day. Estimates for the 
proposed South Boston Piers Transitway are 22,000 daily riders and the 
proposed Circumferential Transit Line, 80,000 daily.). Yet to be deter- 
mined are the cost per new rider, operating costs, air quality impacts, reduction 
in auto tnips, and overall cost-effectiveness of the proposed rail link. 


The financially strapped MBTA's revenue-generating plan 
to install 22 television monitors per station insevenstations, producing 
less than $6.00 per day per monitor, met with opposition from a variety 
of groups, from subway musicians to people who hate the intrusion of 
television. The subway musicians pressed and succeeded in getting a 
commitment from the MBTA there would be no audio...for the first year 
of use. The 31-inch monitors were to be installed in early April in State, 
Airport, Downtown Crossing, Park Street, Government Center, and 
North and South stations, but only one (at South Station) has been installed. 


Why will the Dewey Square C11A1 construction contract be 
over one year late by the time it is advertised in October 1993? On item, 
the turnaround loop for the MBTA's South Boston Piers Transitway 
under Atlantic Avenue, was not included when the design of this section 
of the depressed Artery was done. The design of the slurry walls was too 
tight to allow for the turnaround loop to be built by the MBTA. 
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Fifty (or so) "transportation tidbits," from the down-to-earth to 
the pie-in-the-sky fantasy projects proposed by someone... —» 


Notes 


tear here 


The Boston Informer is published six times yearly and is available by mail subscription only. 
For subscription information please call (617) 723-3584 or write to PO Box 1473, Boston MA 02205-1473. 





Transportation 'Tidbits' 1993 


The Boston Subway is the oldest in the United States (pre- 
1900) and many who experience it daily thoroughly agree 
with this fact. 

The average pedestrian moves at a rate of 4 feet per 

second and somewhat faster against the lights. 

The Commonwealth uses waste vehicle oil to heat some of 

its buildings. 

EMU is not a flightless bird but the Environmental Man- 

agement Unit. 

MassPike is using wildflower and succession planting to 

reduce maintenance and erosion while enhancing driver 

safety and visual pleasure. 

The MBTA’s Green Line Accessibility program is dealing 

not only with access for the physically handicapped, but 

also how to make the system more user-friendly for all. 

Electronic toll readers to read high-tech bar codes are 

being studied for the MassPike. 

High occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes are still being 

pushed for major highways in Massachusetts, including 

Route 128, MassPike, I-93. 

Elements of the $75 million Charles River Basin park, 

promised as Central Artery mitigation, are proceeding; 

some may be done before the Artery work North of 

Causeway Street is done. 

Logan Airport’s LAMP (Logan Airport Modemization) 

and LOGIC (Logan Growth and Impact Control) studies 

are continuing, along with the $1 billion expansion and 
modemization. 

The Sumner Tunnel, opened in 1934, and the Callahan 

Tunnel, opened in 1961,are undergoing major upgrade 

The MWRA’s Boston Harbor cleanup project is using 

ferries to transport virtually everything, from photocopiers 

to people, to Deer Island 

rid Massport’s Logan Express buses now leave from three 
locations: Shoppers World in Framingham, Braintree, and 
Mishawum Commuter Rail station in Wobum. 

14) CARAVAN for Commuters, Inc., the private, non-profit 
state-subsidized ridesharing organization, plans to open a 
“Transportation Store,” a highly visible, downtown 
storefront that will provide details on alternate routes and 

. modes. 

© A new entrance to Aquarium station will be built on State 
Street, on the downtown side of the Central Artery 
The MBTA has a federal Department of Energy grant to 
look at electric vehicles. 

Old Colony Rehabilitation project is underway. Construc- 
tion on several bridges has begun. The Greenbush Branch, 
however, is awaiting completion of a Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report. 

The rise in teleconferencing was one of the reasons cited 
by the Arthur D. Little study explaining why there is no 
need for a second airport. 

@ The study of potential routes and modes for circumferential 
transit is back in full swing. Begun in 1987 and put on hold 

in 1989, the study is now looking at “mid-term” alterna- 

tives, something in between the minor bus route improve- 


ments and underground light rail or rapid transit to provide 
service around the inner core. 

FlexTime, an effective measure to reduce traffic conges- 
tion, was eliminated by the Massachusetts Highway 
Department. 

21) The Washington Street Replacement Study, started in 
1977, is still going. The MBTA decided to pursue trackless 
trolley service from Dudley Square to Lafayette Place, but 
have yet to follow up on its Environmental Notification 
Form filed in 1990 with any activity. 

Plans for Lechmere station, to be relocated slightly and 
completely renovated (can’t imagine why), are no where to 
be found. 

@® Electric cars leases are being offered by AAA and a host 
of others at Alewife, Newburyport Park & Ride, and 
Forbes Road in Braintree 

@ The Blue Line station modemization project will build two 

new entrances to Government Center station, one on each 

side of Cambridge Street. Bowdoin station will be closed. 

South Boston Piers Transitway, an underground trackless 

line connecting South Station, the new Federal Court- 

house, World Trade Center, and on the surface to Boston 

Marine Industrial Park, will be built jointly with the Artery 

project in several places along Atlantic Avenue resulting 

in a cost savings of $40 million. Final design is proceed- 
ing. 

Reconstruction of Washington Street from Egleston 

Square to Forest Hills is at the 75 percent design stage. 

The Orange Line elevated was dismantled in 1988. 

The Charlestown CANA project includes a pedestrian 

passageway that passes between the northbound roadway 

going to the Tobin Bridge and the southbound roadway 
heading to I-93. Under construction now. 

A 1,500-car garage in Chelsea is being built and the prime 

“tenant’ is Massport . Approximately 1,000 of the spaces 

will be used by Massport employees 

High speed rail (150 mph) would be a bargain at $10 

million a mile when compared to the French TGV system 

($17 million per mile) and magnetic levitation ($12 

million per mile) for 200 miles 





© Will Move Massachusetts 2000, the coalition of supporters 
of the Central Artery/Tunnel project, change its name in 
seven years? 
Study of water shuttle opportunities in the Inner Harbor is 
supposed to be proceeding, looking at possible locations in 
the Fort Point Channel for a dock. The Children’s Mu- 
seum wants the dock. 

© Three tubes of the twelve Third Harbor Tunnel tubes have 
been placed as of May 1993. 

® Central Artery/Tunnel project proclaims the completion of 
the first major construction project. Total construction 
shows 5 percent in place and 65 percent of design com- 
plete. 

The Minuteman Commuter Bikeway, an 11-mile trail 
connecting Bedford and Arlington, is the country’s 500th 
rail-trail. 

35) The $4 million reconstruction of Commercial Street in the 
North End is out for bids. A right-turn lane to the Charles- 
town Bridge will be added and the street rebuilt with two 
travel lanes in each direction, parking, and sidewalks. 

36 Central Artery utility relocation contracts in the “14 
series” along the downtown waterfront have finally begun, 
with construction taking place on the 30-inch gas line and 
soon to begin at Fulton Street. 

@ The MBTA Blue Line opened in 1904 through the 
country’s first underwater transit tunnel. The MBTA is 
undertaking a $434.2 million project to rehabilitate the 
stations 

38) Three Blue Line stations are being rehabilitated in connec- 
tion with the Artery project:Aquarium, Airport, and Wood 
Island because of the Artery’s impact 

© Millions to be spent on art for the Artery (dollars, meet- 
ings...) 

© The saga of the Charles River Crossing continues as the 
state is now looking at three alternative crossings: tunnel, 
less tunnel, no tunnel. And there’s Scheme Z, the only 
approved altemative... 

ral) New Northern Avenue Bridge is still projected to be 
finished in 1994. 

@ The MBTA will be studied for noise and vibration 
abatement. 

® A Management Oversight study, commissioned by the 
Massachusetts Highway Department, of the Central Artery 
project team is expected to begin in fall 1993 to review 
decision making, organization, and communications. 
Performance Criteria will be developed for the next work 
plan from the study. 

Activity around Vent Building 3 on Atlantic Avenue is 
likely to be fairly dismal, but the Harborwalk is adjacent. 
The MBTA’s proposed $120 million Commuter Rail 
extension to Worcester is projected to carry about 2,500 
daily riders, one-quarter of the riders carried daily on the 
#57 bus from Watertown to Kenmore Square 


The Artery project and Move Massachusetts 2000 coordi- 
nate a South Bay Interchange Task Force that examines 
air-rights development and Marginal Road off-ramp. This 
model is being promoted by Artery team for participatory 
process to follow through the duration of the project. 
Number of Central/Artery tunnel staff at South Station 
offices: 900. 

@ Number of projected construction jobs from Artery/Tunnel 
project: 10,000 

@ Association for Public Transportation celebrates its 20th 
year. Started as the Greater Boston Committee on the 
Transportation Crisis during the Southwest Expressway/ 
Inner Belt controversy. 
Airport station will be rebuilt on one level as a result of the 
Artery project. Left-loading buses will circle the station to 
drop off and pick up at the same level as the train, making 
transferring much easier. 
The MBTA is developing a low-floor Green Line car that 
will accommodate wheelchairs. Methods of fare collection 
will have to be changed, because the low area of the train 
is in the middle. 

® The MBTA has ordered 200 new buses and funding is 
allocated for another 180. 

® Traffic studies are being done in several Boston neighbor- 
hoods, and the first actually underway is a study of what 
permanent changes to the downtown street network should 
be done after the Artery project is complete. Studies in the 
Fenway and South End are also scheduled. 


@ The state will proceed with building a temporary connection 


from the Charlestown tunnels (CANA project) to the loop 
ramps built over Boston Sand and Gravel. This will allow 
the $300 million tunnel project to be used while the 
Charles River Crossing is resolved. 

The $10 million renovation of Dudley Station is complete. 
The project involving lowering the historic inbound 
platform canopy and turning it into a bus shelter. 

@ The MBTA’s study of transit alternatives to the North 
Shore includes Blue Line and Orange Line extensions, and 
bus service. 

The World Trade Center’s free shuttles now service North 
Station and the Financial District. 

®@ Despite failing to doits Final Environmental Impact Report on 
the 1992 fare increase in the time specified by the Secre- 
tary of Environmental Affairs, the MBTA does not have to 
roll back fares to the 1992 level. Instead, the MBTA must 
“develop and implement a plan to use the money gener- 
ated by the fare increase between today and the date of the 
approved FEIR,” and that plan is supposed to enhance 
ridership. Ideas have ranged from advertising the MBTA 
better to providing bike locking facilities at stations to 
eliminating off-peak and weekend Commuter Rail parking 
fees. 









You were asking... 


Q. What is the status of the temporary Northern 

Avenue replacement on-ramp proposed to 
help traffic flow during utility relocation? 

A. Central Artery/Tunnel officials report that a Notice of 

Project Change (NPC) for the proposed on-ramp will be 
submitted to the Executive Office of Environmental 
Affairs in May. The NPC will provide details about the 
on-ramp, to be built in front of Rowes Wharf to replace 
the existing Norther Avenue on-ramp which must be 
removed for major utility work. 


Whom do I contact?? 


Rina Cutler, Boston Transportation 
Department Commissioner...call 635-3075 









Manager of Community Affairs for the 






Central Artery...call Marty Nee, 951-6289 







Nancy Polcari, MBTA Assistant Director 
of Construction (Aquarium station, 
South Boston Piers)...call 722-6122 





. Are bicycles allowed in Logan Airport? 

. Yes, Massport does not allow bicycles to use the airport 
roads, but passengers flying out with bikes orconducting 
business at Logan may enter the airport at the Maverick 
Gate (end of Maverick Street) and ride to Harborside 
Drive, The Massport employee shuttle bus or the Water 
Shuttle bus will pick up people with bikes. Bikes may 
also be locked at the bike rack at the Maverick Gate 
where there is a 24-hour guard. Getting to Logan by 
bicycle can be done by going through Chelsea or on the 

Water Shuttle from Rowes Wharf. 
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\T’s A BIRD, ITS A PLANE, ITS A PowER GRAB... 










Q. How many tubes for the Third Harbor Tunnel 
have been placed in the Harbor? 

A. Three of the twelve tunnel tubes are in place. Work is 

proceeding from East Boston to South Boston, and the 

tubes are being placed at a rate of one per month. 
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